
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of the AGM 

Wednesday 21st May 2015 
Bethel Chapel 

7.30am 
 

 
Tim Leavers opened the meeting by reading from Paul’s Letter to the 
Colossians Chapter 1 
  
Apologies 
Rosemary Tivmey 
 
Present 
 
Tim Leavers, Chair VFC 
Andrew Sinclair St Michael’s 
Elizabeth Ingram St Michael’s 
Jean O Shea VMC 
Lin Newman VMC 
Terry Grew VMC 
Gia Salatishvili Salvation Army 
Debbie Caddy St Michael’s 
Babs White St Michael’s 
Viv Chambers St Michael’s 
Martyn Hancock St Michael’s 
Julian Macro URC 
Dorohty Macro URC 
Ron Barson VMC 
Bernie Edwards VFC 
Joyce Heffernan URC 
Doreen Dowling Bethel Chapel 
Barbara Walton St Michael’s 
Julia ? St Michael’s 
Bill Davis Chamber of Commerce 
Nigel Deller, Treasurer VMC 
Sarie Cross, Minute Secretary VMC 

 



 
 
Minutes 
 
Minutes of the AGM dated 6 May 2014 (as previously circulated) were 
accepted as true record.  AGREED 
 
Elections 
 
Chair   Nigel Deller - Proposed by Andrew Sinclair;  AGREED Secretary   
Secretary   Sarie Cross had been willing to continue  to be the Minutes 
Secretary but Viv Chambers volunteered to take on the expanded role of 
Secretary to CTiV.  AGREED 
Treasurer   Mrs Christine Lindon – proposed by Julian Macro and 
AGREED by the meeting in her absence – if she is willing. 
 
Treasurers Report 
 
Nigel Deller presented his report.    
Julian Macro proposed the report be accepted and it was seconded Ron 
Barson  AGREED  
 
Recommendation from the Treasurer  
 

• General subscriptions.  No change.   
£150 from St Michael’s, Methodist and Family Church  
£100 URC, Bethel Chapel and Salvation Army 

• Reduce Messy Church Subscriptions £165 for 3 larger churches 
£150 for the smaller churches 

    This will reduce the income by £45.  
 
In the interests of equity smaller churches should pay less but can pay 
more as a donation. 
Proposed by Nigel Deller and Seconded by Viv Chambers   AGREED 
 
Christian Aid Week 
 
The 2015 collections so far amounted to £4537.60 (some more still to 
come) this includes cheques but please note only the cash donations go 
through the bank account. 
 
Babs White reported that there is an acknowledgement that it can be  - 
difficult to get collectors as sometimes people do not respond well to 
the collectors and are rude – the regional director is looking at different 
events but it would be difficult to raise this amount of money any other 



way.    It was suggested that volunteers need to be resilient despite the 
rudeness as it is a way of being a witness.  It was suggested that it 
would be useful to advertise the collection locally there had not been 
much on national TV. Babs White agreed to look into publicity materials 
including a CTiV banner that could be reused each year. 
 
Community Pastor 
 
A positive report from Bernie Edwards remarking that it was amazing 
how God takes you to the right place at the time – unfortunately Bernie 
had needed to change email address as it had been hacked.  Bernie is 
still looking for people in churches to catch the vision.  Ron has not 
been able to do what he had done in the past – there is a specific need 
for some women who could go into places Bernie cannot get access to – 
hairdressers and beauticians.  Bernie did comment that he would worry 
if he had stop – need to pray for some good listeners that have time. 
Bernie not been to speak at any of the churches recently he is going to 
Bethel on 31/5 and St Michaels on 12/7.  Tim Leavers recommended 
that Bernie could be given a short slot at all the churches to spread the 
word and to encourage volunteer support – please speak directly to 
Bernie to arrange this. 
 
Bill Davis proposed a vote of Thanks to Bernie for all that he does – 
AGREED 

 
Messy Church 
 
Babs White reported that the Messy Church initiative continues to – go 
well.  There are less in numbers of children attending but this has 
enabled better opportunities for building good relationships. There are 
always need for more volunteers – especially clearing up afterwards.  
There is a planning team with representatives from all the churches.  
 
Andrew Sinclair noted that sometimes people say “why don’t these 
people go to church” – but we need to remind people that for some 
families this IS church – they just choose to go to Messy Church on a 
Tues for some with busy lives it may be difficult on a Sunday.   
 
Tim Leavers suggested that someone from Messy Church could go 
round the other churches to talk about what happens in Messy Church – 
promoting the work of CiTV – Babs to mention it at the next planning 
meeting.   
  
 
 



 
Food Bank 
 
David Kratzke not present to give a report but Julian reported that it is 
going well. The most important role of the volunteers is to give 
everyone the message they are very important – those who come to the 
Food Bank are often feeling very low.  Some volunteers have had to 
withdraw so always need volunteers however sometimes no one comes 
and so you may be standing around talking to each other however its 
really important that people feel special.  Seems that the agencies are 
more proactive at referring people now – the Town Council has been 
very positive.   The Food Bank was open for New Year’s and Christmas 
Eve – which was very important for the people that needed parcels.   
There will be a meeting with referring agencies on 19/6.   
 
Thanks was given to the URC for the additional storage.  Peter Ellis – ex 
Belinda’s gives vouchers for bread sold at the Billy Andrews Butchers.  
Bill Davis reported that he had visited he commented that it must be 
very difficult to actually go through the front entrance it is a bit too 
visible from the street and they may feel conspicuous.  However it was 
pointed out that there are lots of people going in and out of the 
premises and the bags are not marked as Food Bank.  Trussell Trust 
Shop also holds emergency boxes.  Ron Barson reported his experience 
of meeting someone who had been made redundant and had no money 
for food.   It could happen to anyone if an unexpectedly big bill comes 
in eg for car which is needed to find work.  There has been 60% 
increase in the number of people in poverty but in work.  Nationally 
now a major issue – it’s not just unemployed or those on benefits - 
often people are on zero hours contracts and no secure income.   
 
Messy Church and Food Bank are opening the doors of churches to a 
greater section of our community.  People going to the Food Bank need 
to be helped to feel no shame – the more we can open our hearts the 
better.  For some the most important aspect of Messy church is the 
food enabling the children to have a decent meal. 
 
Julian Macro shared a notice that he had seen: ”This is a segregated 
church – only sinners welcome!! “ 
 
Lent Study Groups 
 
General comments about the Lent Groups were discussed at  the 
Ministers meeting – some groups were well attended particularly if an 
existing group or held in a church premises.  However there were not 
many crossing over from other churches. 



Gia reported that the group that meet in the Upper Room on Wednesday  
worked well as did the Friday evening at Bethel.  It was felt that it was 
still worth continuing with the Lent Groups there was a good feeling 
that  Christian brothers and sisters across the town all doing the same 
course.   Tim Leavers suggested we should step out of our comfort 
zone and meet with people in other churches. 
 
Elizabeth Ingram told the meeting of a system that had worked well in 
her previous town.  Lists of people that want to join from church and 
then they were mixed up and allocated to a group – the hosts would 
make the contact this really breaks the ice and makes it easy to go to a 
group with people they may not know.  It was felt this may be worth 
considering for next year. 
 
Good Friday 
 
Barbara Walton reported that it had been excellent witness despite the 
weather.   Unfortunately there was no PA system because of the weather 
so it was difficult to hear.  For the future Martyn Hancock would be able 
to lend equipment that can withstand the elements.  The rain stopped 
at 10.50!  Need to make sure enough order of services although it is 
very difficult to estimate numbers.  It was suggested that people could 
be encouraged to bring garden chairs for those less able to stand.    
Ron Barson suggested there could be a small gazebo to protect the 
instruments which could be secured with sand bags. 
 
There were pros and cons for both locations but there is not much 
passing traffic at Ferret Green.   Morrisons are committed to do what 
they can but we would need to consider the people in the Ferret Green 
area  that had been supportive for example Plane Cuisine gave out hot 
cross buns.  
 
Some felt that the purpose of event to proclaim to the world – and that 
is where the world will be.  However the previous location in the 
precinct is no longer an option  and Morrisons may not be very positive 
about a crowd too near the entrance. 
 
It would not be feasible to have two locations.  It was suggested there 
could be a Walk of Witness but someone would need to work out the 
route and timing. 
 
ACTIONS  
1  Scope the site to see where we would like it to be 
2  ask Morrisons to consider it  - need power and seating - cables etc  
Viv Chambers agreed to report back to a future meeting. 



 
Review of CTiV 
 
Last year there was a change in the organisation of CTiV – each church 
carried out an activity with involvement from other people from other 
churches.  It had been agreed that this would be reviewed. 
 
It was acknowledged that communication had been difficult this year 
but we needed to look to the future. 
 
Some of the key points that were raised: 
 
Do we still want to run the same activities?  How will we manage this? 
Don’t have to do it like we have “always done it”.  What are we good at?   
The activities that were held went well despite the lack of 
communication. 
We should do things together to witness our faith.   
Shared sense of vision to get out into the community.  Attend Town 
events together eg Rustic Fayre and Carnival. 
Concern that newcomers see Churches Disparate in Verwood rather 
than Churches Together in Verwood. 
Sometimes we are too busy doing stuff – how much of what is done is 
really bringing the message to the community – less could be more.   
Should we reduce the amount that CTiV does to focus the energy? 
What is the purpose of the meetings? 
Messy Church and Food Bank drive themselves. 
What should we concentrate on? 
 
Three key things that CTiV needs: Prayer; Vision; Communication 
 
It was suggested that there should be an Extraordinary Meeting for 
anyone interested in the work of CTiV to discuss the mission and the 
structure. 
 
It was suggested that before the meeting all should think about it; pray 
about it; and engage in email discussions. 
  
Tim Leavers summed up that we would go away with a sense that there 
is a sense of shared mission and a need to come together to talk about 
it. 
 
Combined Church Prayer Events 
 
This item to be discussed at the above meeting. 
 



Church Activities 
 
St Michaels 
Summer Cream Tea 27 June 2015 
LIFT Fashion Show 3 July 2015  –raising money for St Michaels and 
Macmillan  
Ladies in Faith Together – an ecumenical social – group founded by a 
group from St Michaels for friendship and faith. 
Methodist 
New Youth Club at VMC – starts 12 June 2015  - Friday nights 6.30 – 
8.30 pm for  years 7 and 8 initially (11-13 years) in the longer term to 
have later session for older young people – Dan Desmond – volunteers 
will be welcomed.  
Salvation Army  
Gia reported they are heading for a period of transition  - need to vacate 
premises in July and not sure what will happen – VFC have offered office 
space. 
URC  
Pilot 6-11s has space for children - open to all – 5.00-6.30 pm 
alternates Sundays in term time. 
VFM – 2 open air services –10 am 5th and 19th July – Memorial Ground 
and Potterne – not confirmed yet. 
 
It was suggested that there should be a leaflet for any Churches 
Together Children’s Activities that would show unity and give families 
options and opportunities. 
 
ACTION Viv Chambers agreed to pull a leaflet together and will contact 
each church for details. 
 
AOB 
 
There was no additional business 
 
Dates of Future Meetings 
 
Date Time Venue  Purpose 
Wed 08 July 2015 7.30   Salvation Army    Extraordinary General Meeting 
Thurs 17 Sept 2015   7.30   Methodist  
Thurs 19 Nov 2015   7.45 St Michaels  
Thurs 14 January 2016 7.30 URC tbc  
Thurs 12 May 2016   7.30 Bethel Annual General Meeting 

  
The meeting closed with a time of quiet personal reflection and then 
the group shared the Grace. 


