
Churches Together in Shirley: Lent 2018 

Our different Churches in their different ways use the weeks leading up to Good Friday and 

Easter to help their members, collectively and individually, to prepare.  Preparation usually 

means putting a bit of extra effort into Christian discipleship – learning and doing.  Liz 

Bebington’s Tuesday ecumenical house group is using for the five weeks of Lent a course 

(produced by United Society Partners in the Gospel) called “All Things Are Possible” – 

described as “A study course exploring how faith in God can change the world”. 

Being a house group puts a ceiling on physical membership of the group; but, especially if 

you are very busy and/or not readily able to attend meetings, these on-line notes offer you 

the possibility (at a time to suit you) to travel with Liz’s group.  You can make your personal 

session as long or as short as you like; but you will probably need about 20 minutes to do 

yourself justice.  There is an opportunity to share your thoughts if you want to.  (Remember 

that a house group can set its own confidentiality rules.  Thoughts you share on-line should 

be ones you don’t mind sharing with “strangers”.) 

People of faith and people with no declared faith are likely to want justice, freedom and 

well-being for everyone, and to be willing to work for this – though not everyone defines 

justice, freedom and well-being in quite the same way.  Across the world, and even within 

individual countries, people have very different experiences of justice, freedom and well-

being.  In 2,000, the United Nations set Millenium Development Goals (for 2015).  Some 

progress was made.  The UN has offered 17 Sustainable Development Goals (for 2030).  

These Goals have been summarised as: Prosperity, People, Planet, Peace and Partnership.  

These are the five headings for the five weeks of the USPG course. 

The course writers say we can’t do any of this without God.  Does this (for you) mean that 

(a) only Christians working as Christians with Christians can get results?; or (b) only faith-

based groups working together can get results?; or (c) God has a crucial part in all this, 

whether or not all those involved recognise God’s part, and God helps those who help each 

other? 

 

1.  Prosperity:  What does it mean to prosper?     

We all have riches of some sort (not necessarily a high income and a big bank balance). 

What things do you value most in your own life?  Think of someone you know well.  

What riches do they have and have to share. Many aid organisations and local groups 

are helping “poor” people and communities develop and share their skills and resources.  

Do you know examples of this?  In Zambia, Community Mobilisation has meant that 

families have developed their smallholdings sufficiently to escape debt, and pay school 

fees. 



Bible Reference: 2 Kings 4: 1-7.   Do you understand this literally; or do you see the value 

of the story as a lesson in recognising and wisely using resources? 

Prayer: Generous God, give us grace to recognise our gifts and to share them with others 

– for the greater well-being of all. 

For possible on-line comment:  How can we (individually or as a church or as a 

community or as a nation) do more to nurture and share God’s riches?  How do you 

respond to the political debate ( N.B. it isn’t party political) about “overseas aid versus 

meeting UK needs”  ? 

 

2.  People: What does it mean to fulfil our potential? 

It is often commented that if Jesus had used a recruitment agency, Judas was the one 

disciple most likely to have been selected.  The Bible is full of stories of people who were 

called, protested “I couldn’t possibly”, and then did.   An important aspect of 

development work is helping people discover and use their skills, and to hone those 

skills.  That is true as much of local church fellowships here as of small “poorly 

resources” churches in other countries.  Any good stories to tell?  Have you discovered 

yourself doing things you thought impossible?  In the Amazon, community educators 

have helped communities develop school learning without any of the school resources we 

take for granted. 

Bible Reading: John 21: 15-17. 

Prayer:  May our churches be places of welcome and growth, as we journey together 

toward you in faith.  Amen. 

For possible on-line comment:  Do we ask too much of others/ of ourselves, or not 

enough?  Are we doing too little training; or are we too keen to professionalise just 

being nice? 

 

3.  Planet:  What does it mean to care for the environment? 

We are probably getting better at recognising the connection between our “modest” 

use of plastic bottles and plastic bags, and the plastic pollution of the deepest parts of 

the ocean.  There seems to be a huge gap between what we can realistically do, and 

what, realistically, we need to do.  The Church of South India has schools doing green 

audits, and trying to compensate for decades of pesticide poisoning. Able-bodied children 

are reaching out to pesticide-disabled children.   Are you part of a green church and/or a 

green family? 



Bible Reading:  Genesis 1: 27-31:   Older translations talk about subduing the earth and 

having dominion over nature.  Some of the newer translations talk about accountable 

stewardship.   Which do you prefer? 

Prayer:  Creator God, help us to take our responsibility as earth’s stewards seriously.  

Amen. 

For possible on-line comment:  Are you optimistic or pessimistic about the future of the 

environment?  Do you see focus on the environment as a threat to progress, or as the 

only way to ensure we have a future to progress to?  Any good practice to share? 

 

4.  Peace:  What does it mean to love our neighbour? 

Human beings (including people of faith) can be surprisingly good at rubbing along with, 

even respecting, those who are different.   They can also be surprisingly horrible to 

them!  Any good or bad experiences to recall?  Speakers at a Christian/Muslim 

Conference in Cameroon were challenged by a Muslim woman who said she was being 

persecuted for covering herself up, because some younger women (and men disguised as 

women) were using that cover to hide weapons.  There were no good answers from the 

platform.  Would you support a UK dress code that banned the choice made by some 

Muslim women?   If you are getting on in years, is the world you know now more or less 

peaceful than the world you used to know?  Why? 

Bible Reading:  John 14: 25-28:  Does love bring peace?  At the time John was writing, 

Christian peace meant having inner peace, in a world in which such peace as there was 

involved persecution of people who were uncomfortably different. 

Prayer:  O God, we pray for all peoples of faith that, recognising our differences, we may 

work together for the common good.   Amen. 

For possible on-line comment:  How might we achieve closer relationships between 

diverse communities – individually, as a church, and as a nation?   Is it a minority who 

recognise a problem, and a minority who cause a problem? 

 

5. Partnership:  What does it mean to live in partnership with God?  

      Individuals can make a huge difference; and very little would be achieved if every 

individual just resigned him or herself to not being able to change things.  But partnership 

usually achieves more.   Is this your experience.  The course writers argue that God has to be 

part of the partnership.  You might like to ask what this means.  (For example, does Council 

or Parliamentary sessions starting with prayers get God involved; or only if all the MPs or 

Councillors take part?)  Do you feel the presence of God at your church meetings which 



open with prayer, or do you cynically think that after the prayers everyone carries on exactly 

as they would have without the prayers?  Does God join in only if invited?  Are your non-

Christian colleagues and friends a bit uneasy when you try to bring God into the 

conversation? 

In Pakistan, there is struggle across majority (Muslim) and minority (including Christian) faith 

groups to stop “religion” being used as a cover for personal and family vendettas – with 

victims in all groups. 

Bible Reading: Philippians 2: 4-11:  God is about relationships.  Christianity is about 

relationships.   

Prayer:  Self-giving God, thank you that you call us into your mission to the world.  Amen 

For possible on-line comment:  Jesus had a, sometimes very unpopular, habit of reaching 

out to people who were regarded by many as “not our sort of people”.   What sort of people 

tend to get marginalised when policies are being devised and resources allocated?  Could 

churches and their members do more to get them included?  What does being an Inclusive 

Church actually mean?  Any good stories to share (without naming names)?  

 

   


