
 

WHEN WILL JUSTICE PROSPER? 
Biblical perspectives on poverty, oppression and corruption 

 

This excellent and very thought-provoking  conference was held at St. James’s Church in 

Muswell Hill on Friday evening and Saturday daytime, 4
th

 and 5
th

 October. 

 

Here is a quick overview, prepared by Gill Simpson, which will be updated subsequently, 

adding a link to the presentations.  Further details can be found at  

http://www.st-james.org.uk/justice.php . 
 

There was a rich variety of speakers and topics: 

• Jim Salladin (Associate Vicar) started the programme off with a reflection from Isaiah. 

• Jamie Fyleman from Tearfund, talked about the ‘Umoja’ anti-poverty strategy, in 

which local churches in many countries are discovering God’s imperative to take 

action within their own communities, and are being empowered and resourced to 

make the difference themselves in a whole variety of practical ways.  

• Richard Bird – a surgeon from St. James’s – talked about Tearfund projects with self-

help groups in Ethiopia which he visited earlier in the year.  He had made a previous 

visit in 2008, and was able to report on phenomenal growth. 

• Heather Payne – a member of St. James’s who is a social development consultant 

based in India (but back for a visit) gave challenging insights into issues facing women 

in India – contrasting these attitudes with the value and respect shown by Jesus in his 

dealing with women in a male-dominated society. Heather supports Christian and 

non-Christian organisations in their health, gender and disability work. 

• Malcolm Egner – national director of Dalit Freedom Network UK –‘introduced us’ 

with photos and stories to real people with tragic stories – just a few of the millions 

of wrecked lives with little hope.  He encouraged us to think that we can make a 

difference – ‘one by one’ – through projects providing secure and healthy lifestyles 

and education – bringing  dignity and hope. 

• Martin Allaby – a medical doctor who has worked in developing countries – shared 

some of the conclusions from his more recent research on Economic Inequality and 

Corruption – particularly focussing on how the faith background of national leaders 

and the dominant ethos of their societies correlate with their stance on corruption.   

• Closer to home, Sam and Victoria Markey told how their church - St. Barnabas in 

North Finchley - is encouraging housegroups to transform into outward looking 

gatherings.  They lead a group called Justicematters – meeting in Coffee Republic or a 

local pub for discussion and making plans for practical action they undertake. 

• Rachel Elliott, Minister for Social Transformation at St. James’s, explained about the 

Besom Project in Haringey – linking resources of time, skills, money and gear in local 

churches with people in the borough whose needs are notified by social workers etc. 

• Amanda Jackson from Micah Challenge International spoke about their campaign to 

halve extreme global poverty by 2015.  A starting point is to sign the international 

‘Exposed 2013’ anti-corruption petition to be presented at next the G20 meeting. 


