


Come and discover this lovely open space  
                                  right in the heart of Muswell Hill! 
 
The gardens around Muswell Hill Methodist Church have been 
appreciated by the church and local community for almost 90 years.  
The whole estate was purchased in 1924 by Guy Chester, whose own 
house on Colney Hatch Lane backed onto it.  Whereas similar mid-
Victorian estates in the area had been built over by the Edwardian 
property developers, the gardens of this surviving family residence 
were kept as a wonderful communal open space, and a whole range of 
events and activities have taken place in the house and grounds over 
the years – and continue to do so (see below). 
 

As the vision evolved, a tennis club was established, then a hall of 
residence for students and young adults was added, then a residential 
home for older people in need of care, facilities for conferences and 
retreats, a church, and sheltered accommodation for more independent 
older people – with the gardens offering a wonderfully relaxing space 
available for all.  The ‘new’ Methodist Church was opened on the 
estate in 1985, replacing a large Victorian church nearby.  It adjoins the 
original villa – North Bank – which then became the home for church 
activities and its community programme.  It is also now the base for 
many independent user groups – you may even have visited to vote! 
 

This summer the gardens will be open on Sunday afternoons in July 
and August, so that anyone can come in and enjoy them – not just 
those who are around on weekdays.  There are open lawns, managed 
woodland areas, and lots of interesting and unusual features. 
 

Do feel free to bring a picnic – though please note that there’s a 
no-alcohol policy in all Methodist public property.  Tea, coffee, 
squash and biscuits will be available while the gardens are open.   

 

Other summer events: 
 Summer picnics for parents, carers and under 5’s 
   Wednesdays from 11 – 1 on 24 & 31 July, and 7, 14 & 21 August 
 

 Open House community event – with a local history flavour 
       Saturday 21 September from 3 – 6pm 
 

For more information about the church and latest news of what’s on, 
look on www.mhmc.org.uk or contact us on 020 8365 2466 


