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This will be the last SCT Newsletter until September. Thank you for reading and sharing – making us partners in mission.
News

· 18 people ordained at Wells Cathedral. A former nurse and Fastnet sailor, former backpacking traveller and a keen golfer are just three of the people who were ordained at Wells Cathedral over the weekend of Saturday 02 and Sunday 03 July.  In this cohort of 18 people, 7 were ordained priest and 11 ordained deacon. The Bishop of Bath & Wells, who led the ordination of deacons at Wells Cathedral says: “The services this weekend mark a significant and special point on the faith journey of 18 women and men. Some will have been discerning and preparing for this day for a very long time. See their photo album on Facebook.
· As of the 1st July the Salvation Army throughout the U.K. have undergone a massive restructuring of its work at national and regional levels, with the outcome that leadership of its work and ministry throughout Somerset as moved to a new location in Bristol. Majors Ian and Jean Harris have been appointed to lead the divisional mission team.
· Church insurance company, Ecclesiastical, has launched their 2016 church competition and are looking for entries. Entitled “Reaching out, Inviting in – Churches Helping Communities”, they are offering a top prize of £10,000 and five runners-up prizes of £2,000. To enter, all churches need to do is let Ecclesiastical know about their community activity. They will be judging the competition based on: Creative – What is new, different or imaginative about the way a church helps its community? Effective – How has a church supported the community. Inspirational – Will the idea inspire other churches? Get in touch for help
· On the 4th July Christian Aid launched ‘Change the story’.  This is their campaign to change the narrative around refugees in our society through our church partners ahead of the UN refugee summit on 19th September. During refugee week we have been getting our message heard across the media through statements from Rowan Williams and media work by Sian Rowbotham.  At our launch on 4th July, we started to ask churches to use their voice to change the story about refugees in our media by contacting their local newspaper. Christian Aid would like to invite you as a church to write to your local newspaper to explain why you think refugees deserve more compassion, and to call on the UK government to be bolder in its ambition to respond to the crisis.  Find further information at www.christianaid.org.uk/changethestory and if you would like a church magazine article about this campaign please contact Fiona Daborn fdaborn@christian-aid.org
· Inter Faith Week 2016 will run from Sunday 13 November - Sunday 20 November in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. This year, the Week begins on Remembrance Sunday and many people of different faiths and beliefs will be marking that in some way. It is hoped that the additional Sunday will provide the opportunity for other weekend events to take place.
Events
· Friday 29 July 3pm Sacred Somerset – a tour of the churches of West Somerset and Exmoor. Come for a three day tour of the churches of West Somerset and Exmoor. This project has been devised in conjunction between the Yarn Market Hotel and the Diocese of Bath and Wells. Yarn Market Hotel, Dunster, TA24 6SF 
· July – November 2016 – St John’s Church, Park Street, Taunton offer you a warm welcome to their 6th Season of Music at Lunchtime Concerts, when young, local, talented musicians are given a platform on which to perform. Last year, over 500 people enjoyed attending the seven concerts, during which almost £1,600 was raised and was shared between the nominated charities and St John’s Church. Cold drinks will still be available but bring your own sandwiches, Open from 12 noon - 2pm. Music begins at 12.45pm and ends approximately at 1.30pm. For more information Email www.stjohnstaunton.org.uk  
· Tuesday 23 August – Bath & Wells Diocesan Mothers’ Union is holding a Festival Service at St Mary Magdalene Church, Taunton at 2.30 pm followed by tea. All are welcome.
A number of events organised by The Ammerdown Centre, Radstock, Somerset BA3 5SW
· 12 to 14 August Praying with Music- Gerald Finzi let by Euan Tait Euan returns this year with a retreat of wonder-full English music. For further information or to book a place go to http://ammerdown.org/Praying with Music-Gerald Finzi-2016   

· 19 to 21 August Soulful led by Ian and Gail Adams Their 2016 weekend retreat at Ammerdown is based on the premise that the world needs more people living with authenticity, passion and compassion. For further information or to book a place go to http://ammerdown.org/Soulful-2016    

· 29 August to 2 September Teshuvah (Repentance in Hebrew) – Reaching new Heights led by Sr Maureena Fritz NDS This time, she will explore the true meaning of Repentance (or ‘Teshuvah’ in Hebrew), drawing on Jesus’ teaching: “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” (Lk. 15.7).. Poetry and film will accompany the study of the Biblical texts. For further information or to book a place go to http://ammerdown.org/Teshuvah-2016 

· 16 to 18 September Healing Tide- A weekend guided retreat led by Sarah Chabowska and Libby Dobson who will be combining their special gifts as composer and musician (Libby) and poet and photographer (Sarah) to take you on a journey of discovery into the healing tides of God's love. For further information or to book a place go to http://ammerdown.org/Healing Tides-A-Weekend-Guided-Retreat-2016  

For further information on all the events ring 01761 433709 or e-mail centre@ammerdown.org 

· CHARIS are making progress towards welcoming their ‘special needs’ refugee family in Jan 2017. (they are to welcome a family that has unique needs that cannot be met in a refugee camp or by resettlement back home). All are welcome to the next Open Meeting on Wednesday 14th September 7.30pm at St Mary Magdalene, Taunton. You can discover more about the Government Scheme they are part of, here and visit the CHARIS website here.
One of their team would be very happy to speak to your church or Leadership Team, should you wish. Just email info@charisrefugees.co.uk  or maybe you would consider taking your Harvest Offering for CHARIS who need to raise about £15k over two years.
· Jim and Heather Richards, trained facilitators with Care for the Family Bereavement Network will be running a Bereavement Care Awareness training course at Christchurch. Clevedon on Saturday 17th September 2016, 10am - 4pm. The course is for church leaders, pastoral workers, and anyone in the church who wants to better understand the needs of bereaved people and how to help them. The cost of the course is £15. Further details on http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/family-life/bereavement-support/supporting-bereaved-people/bereavement-care-awareness-for-churches. They would be happy to run the course in another church if people express interest.
· The CTE Churches Rural Group are holding a national conference called Germinate! for everyone involved in rural mission and ministry. It is a major event with workshops and it is hosted by staff from the national Arthur Rank Centre at Stoneleigh, Warwickhire. The Conference is in Coventry on Saturday 15th October and information is available:
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277796/Home/Resources/Rural/Germinate_Conference_2016/Germinate_Conference_2016.aspx
· Christians together in Nailsea are hosting Jonathan Veira in concert on Saturday 15th October 2016. An evening of songs and tales from this renowned singer.  Tickets £8 adults and £5 if bought by 1st October.  Then £10 adults and £6 children.  Now available from The Church office, 'the centre'. 79 Silver Street, Nailsea. BS 48 2DS.  Tel : 01275 859339 for details








Opportunities 
	· Taunton Team Chaplaincy is coordinating the Church’s involvement at Taunton Flower Show on Friday 5 and Saturday 6 August (and in the preparation days beforehand).In exchange for displaying their promotional material we are asking for some volunteers to help staff the tent over the two days. There is no cost involved. If your church can offer space for a banner or a poster for just a couple of weeks at the end of July please let the chaplaincy know on info@tauntonteamchaplaincy.org    
· Are you passionate about people and railways? Taunton Team Chaplaincy is seeking local Christians who might be interested in responding to a need for chaplains committed to supporting people who use the station. Contact Adrian Prior-Sankey, the lead chaplain, for more information on 07581 424 420 or email leadchaplain@tauntonteamchaplaincy.org
· CHARIS is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, founded in direct response to the Government's opportunity to set up private sponsorship groups to resettle refugees in the United Kingdom, formed by Taunton Vineyard, Creech St Michael Baptist Church and St Mary Magdalene. The charity will sponsor one Syrian refugee family group to resettle into the Taunton area. They will be working with the Local Authorities (LA) and alongside other groups such as Taunton Welcomes Refugees. For further information and to offer help and support, please contact Gordon East or Lisa Westlake via charis@creechbc.co.uk and on 01823 443692 
· Network Training is running an introduction to listening and counselling skills course in the Autumn Term (Sept – Dec 2016). The course is open to anyone who has an interest in working with people, or is already involved in any form of helping relationship (for example nursing, teaching, support work, youth work, pastoral care).  It is also a good introductory course for anyone considering training as a counsellor. Anyone who is interested in this opportunity please contac Sue Woodhead-Marsh (Training Coordinator - Working days: Monday and Wednesday) on Tel (0117) 9507271; email 
sue.woodhead-marsh@network.org.uk; web www.network.org.uk
· St Paul's, Weston-super-mare  as been running a one year Leadership Internship  course since 2010. This year they invite applications for either full-time internships with two ministry strands or part-time internships with one ministry strand. The Inspire internship provides one day of training each week together with one or two 15 hour ministry strands in areas such as Film & Media, Children's ministry, Worship, Events etc. All training is free-including attendance at a major National leadership conference & other training events. For full-time interns, accomodation with utilities is provided. Part-time interns can have their accomodation provided, but there will be a charge for rent. For further information and an application pack please check out our link on STPAULS-WESTON.ORG.UK  or look on the St Paul's Facebook page.


	


Resources
· Book - next Generation and Fresh Expressions Called Refresh, available now: http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/resources/refresh
· Mission Shaped Ministry course .Registrations now open for September start. Discount rate till July: http://www.missionshapedministry.org/online/register
· Education Sunday 11th Sept. The information and resources for Education Sunday on September 11th 2016 has just been released.  For information, either visit the website of Churches Together in England and click the banner on the home page, or go direct to:  http://www.cte.org.uk/Group/Group.aspx?ID=278468 

I hope that you are all surviving the heat and that there is plenty more sunshine to enjoy before we are next in touch. May God bless you and your ministry as you continue to serve him wherever you are this summer.

Look out for layout changes to our newsletter in September
Every blessing to special people.
Alan Dixon
