Kettering Interfaith Forum: Meeting 11th January 2018

	Present:
	Cllr Lloyd Bunday (Chair) (Kettering Borough Council), Paul Bertin (Quakers), Christian Buckenham (Police), Jane Calcott (Churches Together), William Duncan (Buddhists), Amanda Fitton (SACRE / RE Advisor), Richard Hough (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints), Sarah Pelling, Helen Puk (Buddhists), Frank Rodgers (Treasurer), Suraj Samant (Hindus), Revd. Laura Staves (Churches Together), David Tinkler, Revd David Walsh (St Peter & St Paul Church) and Andy Sipple (Secretary) 


	

	Also Present:
	Inspector Julie Mead (Police), Rob Brown (Police), Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council), Morcea Walker (SACRE)


	

	Apologies:
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Andrew Dutton, Jaswinder Mann (Sikhs) and Navin Pandya (Hindus).


	ACTION

	Minutes:
	The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2017 were accepted a correct record


	

	Matters Arising:
	It was noted that 

· the Chief Constable’s Community Supper had been attended by several Forum members and had provided a useful networking opportunity.  

· invitations had been issued to the Lord Lieutenant’s Faith Groups’ meeting to be held on 12 February.

 
	

	Safeguarding People with Dementia:
	Inspector Julie Mead attended the meeting to promote the implementation of the Herbert Protocol being undertaken locally by several agencies, including the police with NCC Adult Social Services in the lead role. This was an additional safeguarding tool in which a carer for a person (family member or professional care provider) with dementia kept an up-to-date photograph of them and other information useful to the police in the event that they went missing. The information was kept updated by the carer and only passed to the police if the person needed to be found and returned safely to their residence. Its use resulted in the faster location of the person, thereby reducing the risk that they may come to harm. Inspector Mead would report back to the Forum as progress was made.


	

	Police Independent Advisory Group:
	Inspector Mead urged members of the Forum to themselves consider joining the Corby and Kettering Independent Advisory Group or to promote membership in their communities. The Group existed to offer insight about diversity and equality issues affecting the area and to constructively challenge and offer advice. The police were keen to recruit volunteers able to offer a viewpoint from a particular group – such as the travelling community, a particular ethnic group, young people or those who have experience of working with people with addictions. Inspector Mead emphasised that meetings of the Group were not ‘talking shops’ but had a real influence on local policing. A role description and application form were available at https://www.northantspcc.org.uk/get-involved/independent-advisory-group/ 

Christian offered to arrange for those interested to attend a meeting of the Wellingborough group to see what was involved.

	All

	Interfaith Forum and Schools:
	Morcea Walker, the Chair of the Northamptonshire Standing Advisory Committee on Religious Education (SACRE) and Amanda Fitton (SACRE RE Advisor) were welcomed to the meeting. Amanda explained that SACRE was a statutory body first established under the Education Act 1944 to produce the RE syllabus and that RE was the only subject that was required to be taught by Act of Parliament. The syllabus was revised through a 5 yearly cycle of meetings of SACRE’s four constituent committees representing the Church of England, other Christians together with other faiths and none, teachers and the County Council. The syllabus was designed to give flexibility to schools and this was to be increased further in the revised syllabus that was now nearing completion. The syllabus applied to Local Authority schools. Academies could choose not to follow it, and it did not apply to independent schools.

A report had been circulated with the agenda of Sarah’s attendance at a workshop provided by the Wellingborough Interfaith Group and Amanda confirmed that such activities were in accord with the syllabus. Morcea noted that a ‘speed dating’ event for secondary school students with representatives of different faiths had worked well.     


	

	Looking After One Another:
	Proposed Protocol with Kettering Borough Council: An amended draft of the proposed protocol was circulated at the meeting to take account of amendments that had been suggested by Suraj. The proposal had followed a meeting with the Mayor at which he had been fully supportive of the proposed role of the Mayor in being a focus for unity in times of increased tensions and solidarity with communities if under threat. It was reported that the protocol also had the support of the police and was likely to be considered at a full meeting of the Borough Council to demonstrate the Council’s commitment to working with the Forum and local faith communities. Ways in which this commitment could be strengthened would also be explored.

It was noted that the reference to the Mayor leading any prayer vigil was a requirement to insure the event and referred to the Mayor’s central role in the event and did not imply that the Mayor would lead the prayers. 

Emergency Services: Christian reported that he would consult with colleagues in the Fire and Rescue Service and update the Forum at its next meeting.

Communications: A report circulated with the agenda that reflected both current practice and the proposed protocol with Kettering Borough Council was approved. 


	

	Meeting Arrangements:
	It was agreed to seek to arrange meetings in the premises of the faith groups to try to increase the number of faith groups represented at meetings.  


	Andy



	Holocaust Memorial Commemoration:


	It was noted that this year’s Commemoration was to be held on 28 January at 1.30 pm in the Council Chamber at the Municipal Offices and that the Mayor would welcome participation by all faith groups.  


	All

	Events for 2018:
	It was noted that the Interfaith Café continued to be held on the last Thursday of each month at the Fuller Coffee House on Newland Street. Representatives from a number of faith groups had attended and it was noted that meeting away from the house for refreshments was not usual in some cultures, and more thought may be needed to make events inclusive. A wreath had been laid and a prayer offered on behalf of the Forum at this year’s Remembrance Sunday event at the War Memorial, with participation also by local Christian, Hindu and Sikh representatives, and that the Royal British Legion was open to greater participation by faith groups. Inspector Mead noted that the emergency services cadets may be able to assist at some events. It was agreed that a working group be formed to present proposals for events in 2018. 

	Sarah / Andy

	Working Together on Social Projects:
	A report had been circulated with the agenda on the suggested establishment of an Interfaith assistance patrol of the town centre from late Friday night to early Saturday mornings and a soup kitchen on either Wednesdays or Fridays when there was no other provision. The report included Frank’s notes on the current organisation of the Street Pastors and one of the currently provided soup kitchens.

In discussion it was noted that both projects required significant numbers of volunteers and on-going support. The patrol also required the purchase of insurance, uniforms and equipment and a detailed training programme, and the soup kitchen needed to comply with Environmental Health standards.

Helen, supported by William, agreed to take the lead in proposals for the patrol service.

More information on the meal service in Northampton led by the Sikh community would also be sought.


	Helen / William



	Treasurer’s Report:
	A report from Frank was circulated at the meeting noting that the bank balance stood at £90 with no expenditure having been incurred.


	

	Logo:
	It was agreed to use the suggested logo pending the adoption of a replacement. 


	

	Community Sponsorship Scheme for Refugees:
	Copies of the notes of meeting addressed by Citizens UK were available at the meeting.


	

	Next Meeting:
	It was agreed to hold the next meeting on 12 April at 6 pm.


	

	Close:
	The meeting ended at 8:25 pm 
	


