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A place of Pilgrimage 
Glastonbury has been a place of pilgrimage for many years, but this 
year due to the current crisis two major annual pilgrimages have had 
to be cancelled. Hopefully in 2021, during a weekend in July first 
Anglicans and then Roman Catholics can gather in pilgrimage in the 
Abbey ruins as they did in 2019 and previous years.  Whilst these are 
major pilgrimages they are far from the only ones to visit 
Glastonbury, there are other smaller group pilgrimages each year and 
of course many personal individual pilgrim visits.  When the Abbey 
was at its height it was one of the richest and most powerful 
monasteries in England attracting pilgrims from far and wide. 
A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey and as such should be considered 
separately from tourism; Glastonbury attracts both types of visitor. 
Whilst many pilgrimages involve an arduous 
journey we can still make our own pilgrimage 
to our own local shrine or travel further afield 
as a way to strengthen our spiritual lives, to 
seek wholeness and faith.  Life itself can be 
seen as a pilgrimage so it is not something 
that ends as a holiday would. In current times, 
when many of our usual life choices have 
been thrown into sharp relief, it is good to 
look to the Spirit who works within and 
through us as we seek our way to fulfilment 
in God’s Kingdom.  May your personal 
journey in life be a pilgrimage that brings you 
closer to God through faith in Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

St Benedict - a way of life then and now  
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St Benedict has been associated with Glastonbury  
for many years although the church that bears his 
name was originally dedicated to St Benigus a 
disciple of St Patrick. St Benedict lived in the 6th 
century in Italy and set up a number of communities 
of monks.  He wrote a rule setting out the main 
principles of religious life, which spread so that by 
the time the original Glastonbury Monastery was 
built most Christian communities followed the rule. 
The monastic life in our country had a temporary end 
with the dissolution of the monasteries in the 16th 
century.  In the 21st Century the rule of Benedict has 

returned to Glastonbury when the Catholic Bishop of 
Clifton set up a community in the town with 
oversight of four local parishes.  Currently with two 
monks the community follows the prayer life set out 
in the Benedictine rule which includes singing the 
psalms according to the season of the year.   The rule 
of St Benedict is divided in chapters many of which 
relate to different aspects of monastic life and the 
interaction between the monks. An epilogue to the 
rule says that it is not offered as an ideal of 
perfection, but merely as a means towards godliness, 
intended chiefly for beginners in the spiritual life. 

Times of trial 
There are many different trials that 
people are going through at the 
moment but one that comes up from 
time to time is cancer in its various 
forms. It seems to be more common 
in our age perhaps because we have 
found ways to extend our lives so 
that the incidence of the condition 
increases. Recent news comes that 
Bishop Peter Hancock, the Anglican 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, has been 
diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukaemia.  In writing to tell of his 
trials which will lead to challenging 
months he notes the  Psalm from his 
morning prayers “The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; in him my 
heart trusts”. The Bishop of 
Taunton, Ruth Worsley, was 
planning study leave but has put this 
off to help cover for Bishop Peter’s 
absence. She writes: “May Peter and 
all of us know the peace of God 
which passes all understanding and 
may it keep our hearts and minds in 
the knowledge of His love, for each 
of us, daily.” 



A journey in faith 

We take separate paths 

In Glastonbury we are told there are over 80 belief systems that are 
know as faiths or paths. Like life, faith is a journey and is individual for 
all of us. Some of us are introduced to faith by our parents whilst others 
come to faith later in life. Life is full of learning but faith is not 
something you can learn. But what is faith?  The dictionary will tell you 
that it is a belief based on conviction rather than proof.  We are taught 
that we should question things, can they be proved? We learn from many 
sources and some facts can be confirmed. For example 1+1=2 is 
something we accept as true but is in fact a definition of the numbers 
involved. History and archaeology tells us of things that happened in the 
past and we use this as a proof. 
Faith, however, is not something we 
can prove.  Neither can faith be 
taught in a classroom.  We can learn 
about faith and the tenets of 
particular faiths but we still cannot 
learn faith it must come to us as part 
of our life journey.  It is this 
reliance on individual conviction 
that leads to small differences 
between individuals that can build 
up over time to become the various 
denominations we see today.  The 
different branches of Christianity 
came about because of the failings 
of man which we can note from 
historical records.  Despite these 
differences we can still share the 
same faith if we can with conviction 
pray the creed together. 

A look at the lectionary - God loves Gentiles 

Community of Christ 

 

We aim to be a community in 
Jesus Christ and through our 
community to do God’s work in 
our town.  The need to look 
beyond the doors of our churches 
to see the disadvantaged is a theme 
brought out by Shirley Erena 
Murray in her Hymn Community 
of Christ which was written in the 
last decade of the 20th century.  
Having spent time working for 
Amnesty International, her hymns 
address human rights, justice and 
peace.  They bear a message for 
our time.  We are reminded in the 
first verse of the hymn that we 
should live out the creed for God 
whose children are of every race. 
We are then told to take the hands 
of the oppressed and jobless and to 
wash our neighbours feet, a 
reference that reminds us of Jesus 
actions shortly before he suffered.  
We are reminded of the call to turn 
swords into ploughshares when the 
hymn calls on us to turn bombs to 
bread, and tears of anguish into 
joy.  The last verse of the hymn 
looks to a time when God’s will 
shall be done.  The world at peace, 
a currency of love, and kindliness 
our law, allowing us to think of 
unity as our food and faith be 
shared as one for evermore. 

In the last issue we looked at how the three 
lectionaries provided some variety.  For the 11th 
Sunday of Pentecost (Ordinary 20, Proper 15) we have 
only minor differences with a few extra verses in one 
than another.  There is also a strong theme running 
through the readings, that the message of God is not 
just for the Jews but also for the Gentiles.  Starting 
with Isaiah 56 where the first verse proclaims that 
God’s saving power will be seen everywhere on Earth 
and which is backed up in verses 6 and 7 where we are 
told foreigners will follow and worship God They will 
respect the Sabbath and their sacrifices and offerings 
will be welcome. God’s house will be known as a 
house of worship for all nations.   
The Epistle readings have been following Romans at 
different paces.  For this Sunday they share part of 
Romans 11 where God’s relationship with the Jews 
and Gentiles is discussed, it is well worth reading the 
whole chapter to get the full flavour of Paul’s words. 
Starting with the relationship between God and the 
Jews. When Elijah complained that the Jews had 
abandoned God he was told that there were still those 

who followed Him. God was kind to them not because 
of what they had done but because of an undeserved 
kindness. The scriptures had said that they would be 
blind to what was happening but this did not mean that 
that Israel fell not to get up again. The failure of the 
Jews made it possible for the Gentiles to be saved. 
Paul uses an olive tree as an example - the Gentiles are 
like branches of a wild olive tree that was pruned to 
cultivate it. Blessings flow from being part of that tree 
but that does not mean we are better than the branches 
that were pruned off.  We are not supporting the tree, 
its roots are supporting us.  Because God has shown us 
mercy he will show mercy to the Jews.  All people 
have disobeyed God and through this he can show His 
mercy. Following the theme of the non Jew the Gospel 
reading, which is also shared across the lectionaries, 
comes from Matthew 15. Jesus tells a Canaanite 
woman that he was sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.  She tells him that even dogs get scraps from 
the masters table and as a result of her  faith he heals 
her daughter who we are told had been full of demons. 


