
 

 

December 2025 
 

Welcome to The Link which covers all the news and everything that’s happening at Marehay and Waingroves Methodist 

Church (MWMC) during December. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAREHAY & WAINGROVES METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Stewards  Ruth Beresford, Kath Brydon, Viv Walters, Mark Ratcliffe Margaret Storer, Christine Aldred 
 
Enquiries  Sarah Moss - sarah.mwmc@outlook.com  or 07989329944 
& Bookings            
Prayer Chain Jackie Cracknell (Waingroves) 01773 748843 

                      Christine Aldred (Marehay) 07841 011262 

The next meetings are:  

 
There are no meetings in December 2025 

 

mailto:sarah.mwmc@outlook.com


Marehay Methodist December Services 

 
 

Other Services at Marehay Methodist Church 
21st December at 10.45am  
24th December Carols by Candlelight Service at 4pm 



Waingroves Methodist December Services
 

 

`   

 

Other Services at Waingroves Methodist Church 
28th December Service led by Rev Helen Penfold.  10.45am 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bank is now introducing charges for processing cash and cheque transactions. Because 

of this, we want to reassure you that cash and cheque payments will still be accepted, but to 

help us reduce these additional costs, our preference is for direct bank transfers and other 

automated payment methods wherever possible. 

 

By choosing these methods, if you are able, you’ll be helping us ensure more of our funds 

are available for the mission and work of the Church rather than going towards bank fees. 

 

We are very grateful for your continued support and understanding as we do our best to 

steward the Church’s resources wisely. 



 

  



     

 

   

 

 

MWMC Church Diary September-December 2025 
31st October – Stay and Play goes Large at Marehay 4-5.30pm 
1st November -  Book Sale at Waingroves 10am-12pm 
5th November – MWMC Property Committee Meeting Waingroves 7.30pm 

9th November – Joint Remembrance service at Waingroves 10.45am 

14th November – Citizens advice session at Waingroves 10am-12pm  
19th November – MWMC meeting at Waingroves 7.30pm 
22nd November – WCA evening choir event at Waingroves time 7pm 
22nd November - Soup and Sweet at Marehay Methodist Church 12-2pm 
25th November – Guides Christmas Fayre at Waingroves, F&N at 
Waingroves Community Centre 
27th November - Village Coffee at Marehay Methodist Church 10am-
12pmand Citizen advice session in the Wesley Room 10am-12pm 
28th November – setting up for Christmas Shopping morning all day and 
Vulcana servicing gas heaters at Marehay 12pm 

29th November – Christmas shopping morning at Marehay. 10-1pm 
30th November – Joint own arrangement for advent Sunday  at Marehay 
10.45am 

7th December -  Circuit Worship Together and Christmas Tree Service at 
Waingroves 10.45am 
8th December – Street Lane at Marehay all day for Christmas Carol Concert 

14th  December – Musical Dimension Christmas Service at Marehay 
Methodist Church 6pm 
14th December – Waingroves Christingle service 4pm 

15th December – Waingroves Primary to Waingroves for Carol concert 
9.15 am 

16th December – Christmas Spectacular, Waingroves, 7.45pm 

18th December – Carol singing in Marehay – Meet at Weston Spot time 
6.30pm also Rotary Santa in Marehay  
21st December – service at Marehay at 10.45am 

21st December – Open air Nativity Service details 4pm in opposite the 
Holly Bush in Marehay and 5pm behind the Thorn Tree at Waingroves. 

24th December –Carols by Candlelight service at Marehay 4pm 

25th December – Joint Christmas Day Service at Waingroves 10.45am 



MWMC Vision Programme – Update 

 
The MWMC Vision Programme is a series of initiatives to develop the work and witness of the Church and to 
make our buildings fit for purpose in the modern world. Although the strategy will be set and all decisions 
made by the Church Council, it’s really important that everyone knows what’s happening and feels 
comfortable expressing their views and contributing to the plans. With this in mind, we’re going to publish a 
monthly update in The Link, starting with this one. 
The Vision Programme is divided into 5 separate workstreams, and the majority of work at the moment is 
gathering information to enable the Church Council to set direction and make both strategic and financial 
decisions when it meets in October. 
 
Workstream 1 – Waingroves Property Development  
Workstream 1 concerns our building at Waingroves. The church community there has met to determine 
emerging and future needs that aren’t met by the current setup and ways to alleviate pressure as the building 
is used so much. This includes: 

• Devotional space for when the worship area is in use in the week and on Saturdays. 

• Increased storage to release areas for other use. 

• Enhancements to the worship area (particularly the acoustics). 

• Improvements to the lighting and security arrangements outside. 

 

Progress Update: 
 
Two planning conditions relating to the installation of the solar panels and the provision of bat and bird boxes 
were not discharged in time, by the architect,  for the scheduled solar panel installation on 17 November. As a 
result, the panels could not be installed as planned. They have instead been safely stored and all preparatory 
works have been completed so that installation can proceed once the conditions are formally discharged in 
approximately 6-8 week’s time. 
 
The acoustic panels have now been fitted, and their performance was tested during a recent concert. 
Feedback from performers and audience members has been very positive, with many noting a significant 
improvement in sound quality. 
 
The tender for the main building works has been issued to selected contractors, with responses due by 12 
December. Following this, the contractor selection process will begin. Subject to the chosen contractor’s 
availability, work is expected to commence shortly after Christmas. 
 
Workstream 2 – Marehay Property Development  
Workstream 2 concerns our building at Marehay. The church community there has met to determine action to 
make the building fully accessible and fit for purpose in the 21st century in order that usage may be increased 
exponentially as we move forward as a joint church. This includes: 

• Retaining the pulpit and organ as a focal point. 

• Establishing a single level between and within the worship area and the school room. 

• Replacing the pews and partition wall. 

• Providing direct level access from outside directly into the worship area and school room. 

• A ramp to allow access into the building from the pavement 

• The removal of the garage in the centre of the garden which contains asbestos. 

• An extension to the back of the Wesley room to store large items such as tables and equipment not 

used regularly and to include a toilet facility that is accessible to the community gardeners from the 

garden. 

• Better storage in the School Room, Church and Wesley Room 



 
Progress Update: 
 
At Marehay, a scheme of work has now been scoped, and this information has been passed to the quantity 

surveyor, who is currently preparing costings for the full scheme. Once these costings are complete, we will 

have a comprehensive set of information to support an informed discussion about how best to move the project 

forward. 

 
Workstream 3 – Net Zero 
Workstream 3 concerns the target to make MWMC Net Zero by 2030. It is envisaged that environmental 
features for heating, insulation, water capture, and energy generation and storage will be included in both 
Workstreams 1 and 2 once initial requirements have been confirmed. 
 
Progress Update: 
Work in this work stream is being incorporated into the schemes for work streams 1 and 2 
 
Workstream 4 – Community & Outreach Worker 
Workstream 4 concerns the requirement to employ more human resources to scope and then drive forward 
the mission and outreach of MWMC. Initial thoughts are this work will contain two major strands: 

• Getting alongside, enhancing, and future-proofing existing work. 

• Determining current and future needs of the community not currently being met by MWMC (both in 

existing settlements and new housing developments) and commencing work in these areas. 

Progress Update: 
The CAMEO activities are progressing really well, with attendees enjoying a varied programme including craft 
sessions, quizzes, musical fun, games, and puzzles. Sessions are now regularly attracting an average of 10 
people, and we ask for your continued prayers that these session will grow and flourish in the months ahead. 
Meanwhile, our Youth and Families Worker, Hannah has only had one attendee to the drama group and so 
this session has been put on hold until after Christmas. Hannah has however contacted Street Lane Primary 
school who have invited her into school during assembly to discuss the drama group and so we will share any 
information about the group starting up again when we have it. 
 
These sessions bring us opportunities to serve and connect with our community and anyone who wants to 
volunteer at these sessions will be gladly welcomed.  Please ask the Church administrator for more 
information. 
 
Workstream 5 – Sanctuary Project 
Workstream 5 challenges MWMC to look beyond our traditional work and geographical boundaries to 
consider how our premises, funds, and other spare resources could be used to benefit the most vulnerable 
people in society. 
 
Progress Update: 

The new extension at Waingroves will be called the Sanctuary and so this element of the vision programme 
will form part of workstream one once the extension has been built.



 Marehay Waingroves 
Elsewhere 

 Chapel School Room Wesley Room Chapel School Room Foyer 

Mo1  5.15-7.15 – Slimming 
World 

  6.30pm Table Tennis 6.30pm Table Tennis  

Tu 2  10-12 – Liver Lantern 
Support Group 
7-8 Musical Dimension 

 10-30-11.30 Dance 
1.30-2.30 Exercise Class 
 

   

Wd 3  9.30-11 – Stay and play 
7pm Circuit Meeting 

1.15-2.45 Stay and Play 
4-8.30pm Slimming World 

10-12 Bereavement 
Group 
 

 3pm Advent Bible study 
Codnor 

Th 4  7-8 Box fit``  7.30 Band 
 

7.00pm Table Tennis   

Fr 5    2pm Wreath Making  10.00–12.00 Community 
Café 
 

 

Sa 6    11-1 Private Party   10.30 Prayer Walk Meet at 
Waingroves Methodist 
Church 

Su 7 10.45 Joint Chrismon Tree 
service at Waingroves led 
by Rev Helen Penfold 

9-10 Sunday Club  10.45 Joint Chrismon Tree 
service at Waingroves led 
by Rev Helen Penfold 

10.45 Sunday School   

Mo 8 Street Lane Primary in all day 
5.15-7.15 – Slimming World 

 6.30 Table Tennis 6.30 Table Tennis  

Tu 9  10-11  CAMEO Chair 
based Exercise 
7-8 Musical Dimension 

 1.30-2.30 Exercise Class 
7.45 F&N 

 
 

  

Wd 10   9.30-11 – Stay and play 
7-8 – Boxfit exercise Class 

1.15-2.45 Stay and Play 
4-8.30pm Slimming World 
 

 10-12 CAMEO activities 3pm Advent Bible study 
Codnor 

Th11  6.30-8pm Craft Club  7.30 Band 
 

7.00 Table Tennis 
 

   

Fr 12    6-8.30 Sound Healing 10-12 Citizens Advice 
session 
 

10.00–12.00 Community 
Café 
 

 

Sa 13   9.30-12pm Bible Art 
Journaling 

   10am Litter Pick WCC 
10.30 Prayer Call 

Su 14 6pm Musical Dimension 
Service 

9-10 Sunday Club  4pm Christingle Service  No Sunday School   

Mo 15  5.15-7.15 – Slimming 
World 

  6.30 Table Tennis 6.30 Table Tennis  

Tu 16  10-11  CAMEO Chair 
based Exercise 
7-8 Musical Dimension 

 7.45 F&N Christmas 
Spectacular 

   

Wd 17  9.30-11 – Stay and play 
7-8 – Boxfit exercise Class 

1.15-2.45 Stay and Play 
4-8.30pm Slimming World 

  10-12 CAMEO activities 
 

3pm Advent Bible study 
Codnor 



Th 18    7.30 Band 
 

7.00 Table Tennis 
 

 MCT Carol singing and 
Rotary Santa 6.30pm 
Weston Spot 

Fr 19     7pm Table tennis Match 
Waingroves V’s Hill Top 

10.00am–12.00pm 
Community Café 

 

Sa 20       10.30 Prayer Call 

Su 21 Service at 10.45 – own 
arrangement 
4pm Live Nativity – Start 
opposite Holly Bush 
Marehay followed by 5pm  
behind Thorntree Inn 
Waingroves  

9-10 Sunday Club  4pm Live Nativity – Start 
opposite Holly Bush 
Marehay followed by 5pm  
behind Thorntree Inn 
Waingroves 

No Sunday School   

Mo 22  5.15-7.15 – Slimming 
World 

  6.30 Table Tennis 6.30 Table Tennis  

Tu 23    1.30-2.30 Exercise Class    

Wd 24 4pm Carols by 
Candlelight Service 

  4-8.30pm Slimming World    

Th 25 10.45 Christmas Day Joint 
service at Waingroves 

  
 

10.45 Christmas Day Joint 
service at Waingroves 

   

Fr 26        

Sa 27       10.30am Prayer Call 

Su 28 No Service No Sunday Club  10.45 Service led by Rev 
Helen Penfold 

   

Mo 29  5.15-7.15 – Slimming 

World 

     

Tu 30        

We 
31st 

       

 
SATURDAY MORNING PRAYER CALL 

 
An invitation is extended to all to meet virtually at 10.30 am each Saturday morning to pray for common concerns across the community, country and world.  (N.B. The first Saturday of Each month in a prayer walk at 10.30) 

We use Zoom to connect - you do not need any special equipment and can join from anywhere by dialling a number from your landline or mobile phone or using the Zoom app from your smartphone, tablet, laptop, or pc. 
  Instructions how to join are issued each week.  If you wish to receive details, please let Mark, John, Ruth, or Kath know.



   

 Circuit and District News  
 



 
 



   
 

Big Ask Alert: I am hoping that someone within your congregations would be 
happy to help for part or all of the Muddy Church ‘Day Inn’. Muddy Church is a 
circuit church that reaches people across the whole area. The ‘DAY INN’ is an 
event for those people to come together for rest, fellowship and worship after a 
busy Christmas. I appreciate that this is a busy time of year, the date has been 
chosen as it is often a long week following Christmas where funds are running 
low and we wanted to offer a boost of a great day for people. You could be on the 
hospitality team and help with one of the two meals planned, play a part in the 
worship or perhaps run an activity. Please pop this on your notices and get in 
touch with Roanna if you might be able to spare some of your day. 
Saturday 3rd January 11am-6pm - Darley Dale Methodist Church 
Roanna Pilsbury - 07359089198 - roanna.outreach@gmail.com 

 

mailto:roanna.outreach@gmail.com


 
 

Hello Church and Circuit Contacts, 

 

This is a link to a time of prayer and reflection for Advent Sunday, led by 

Rev Andy Fyall: 

 

https://youtu.be/xshKFPtrkJA 

 

This will go live on the District Facebook page at 3pm on Sunday 30th 

November. 

 

Thank you. 

Judith 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FxshKFPtrkJA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2692a6b6f12f44dccdee08de2ce45f58%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638997556513031988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sb9J8slcGWS9QJZd8hrK9eQAC9eHQEcLUvPiZGx7jec%3D&reserved=0

