
 

 

December 2024 
 

Welcome to The Link which covers all the news and everything that’s happening at Marehay and Waingroves Methodist 

Church (MWMC) during December. Wishing you all a very merry Christmas. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAREHAY & WAINGROVES METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Stewards  Ruth Beresford, Kath Brydon, Viv Walters, Mark Ratcliffe 
 
Enquiries  Sarah Moss - sarah.mwmc@outlook.com  or 07989329944 
& Bookings            
Prayer Chain Jackie Cracknell (Waingroves) 01773 748843 

                      Christine Aldred (Marehay) 07841 011262 

The next meetings are:  

 

Architect Meetings 12th December 10am Marehay Methodist Church, 11.15 Waingroves 

Methodist Church  

MWMC leadership meeting 18th December  at Marehay Methodist Church 7.30pm 

mailto:sarah.mwmc@outlook.com


 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Waingroves Table Tennis Player Competes in 

World Championships 
 

Naomi Coker, a member of Waingroves Table Tennis 

Club and a student at Heanor Gate Spencer Academy, 

recently represented England at the U19 World School 

Championships in Bahrain. The team achieved a 6th-

place finish in the competition. 

 

Naomi has previously competed internationally, 

representing England in the U15 World School 

Championships in Brazil last year, where her team 

secured a 4th-place result. 

 

Waingroves Table Tennis Club, based at Waingroves 

Methodist Church, offers training and playing 

opportunities for local players. The club focuses on 

developing skills for players of all ages and abilities.  

 

Naomi’s selection for the England team highlights the 

high standard of play fostered at the club. 

For more information about the club or to get involved, 

sessions are held regularly at Waingroves Methodist 

Church, and new members are always welcome. 

 

 Sessions are held on Mondays and Thursdays 7-830pm 

 

Waingroves Methodist Church Table Tennis Club Update 



 

 

 

 

 

December services at Marehay Methodist Church  

Please note there is no service at Marehay on 29th December 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Waingroves Methodist 
Church 

 
 

Sunday 29th December 
10.45am 

 
 

Service led by  
 

Rev Helen Penfold 
 

All are welcome 

December services at Waingroves Methodist Church 

Please note  the Christmas day Service is a joint service and will be held at 

Marehay Methodist church at 10.15am 
 



MWMC Diary Dates November 2024 – August 2025 

27th November – Advent Bible Study, Codnor Methodist 3pm 
1st December – Joint Circuit Worship Together Advent service at Marehay 
Methodist Church 10.45am 
4th December - Advent Bible Study, Codnor Methodist 3pm 
8th December – An advent surprise service at Marehay 6pm 

8th December – Christmon tree and toy service at Waingroves 10.45am 
11th December - Advent Bible Study, Codnor Methodist 3pm 
15th December – Musical Dimension performance at Marehay 6pm 
15th December – Christingle Service at Waingroves 4pm 
16th December- Waingroves Primary School Christmas assembly 9.30am at 
Waingroves Methodist Church 
18th December - Advent Bible Study, Codnor Methodist 3pm 
18th December- MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 

17th December – Christmas Spectacular F&N and Musical Dimension Concert  at 
Waingroves 7.45pm 
22nd December – Children’s Christmas Carol Service at Marehay 6pm 

22nd December -Carols by Candlelight at Waingroves at 6pm 
24th December – Christmas Eve service at Marehay 4pm 

25th December – MWMC Joint Christmas day service at Marehay 10.15am 
29th December – No Sunday Service at Marehay 
5th January 2025 – MWMC Joint Covenant Service at Waingroves 10.45am 

6th January – Possible extraordinary Church Council meeting if needed venue 
and time TBC 
16th January – Waingroves planning meeting Time TBC 
19th January – Week of prayer for Christian unity Service, Codnor, 11am 
21st Jan – World Day of Prayer meeting at Waingroves 2.30pm 
29th January - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 

3rd February – Church Council Meeting, Marehay, 7.30pm 
18th, 19th 20th Feb – Stay and Play goes large at Marehay  dates and times TBC 
7th March  – World Day of Prayer service, Waingroves to host 2.30pm 
12th March - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 
14th March – Book sale, Waingroves, 3-4.30 and 6.30-9pm 

15th March – Book Sale, Waingroves, 10am-12pm 

9th April – Stay and Play goes large at Waingroves 10.30-12pm Lunch served at 
12pm 
23rd April - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 
28th May – Stay and Play goes large at Marehay 10.30-12pm Lunch served at 
12pm 



4th June - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 

16th July - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 
11th -14th August - Stay and Play goes large at Waingroves 10.30-12pm Lunch 
served at 12pm 
27th August - MWMC leadership meeting at Marehay 7.30pm 

 

MWMC Vision Programme – Update 1 

The MWMC Vision Programme is a series of initiatives to develop the work and witness of the 

Church and to make our buildings fit for purpose in the modern world. 

Although the strategy will be set and all decisions made by the Church Council, it’s really 

important that everyone knows what’s happening and feels comfortable expressing their views and 
contributing to the plans. With this in mind, we’re going to publish a monthly update in The Link 

starting with this one. 

The Vision Programme is divided into 5 separate workstreams and the majority of work at the 

moment is gathering information to enable the Church Council to set direction and make both 

strategic and financial decisions when it meets in October. 

Workstream 1 – Waingroves Property Development 

Workstream 1 concerns our building at Waingroves. The church community there have met to 
determine emerging and future needs that aren’t met by the current set up and ways to alleviate 

pressure as the building is used so much. This includes – 

devotional space for when the worship area is in use in the week and on Saturdays; increased 
storage to release areas for other use; enhancements to the worship area (particularly the acoustics) 

improvements to the lighting and security arrangements outside. 

The site survey for Waingroves has taken place and a meeting is being held at Waingroves 

Methodist Church with Green 2k Design Architects on Thursday 12th December at 11.15 am. 

This meeting will inform the Architect in order for them to draw some concept designs which 

they hope to have to us before Christmas. 

Acoustic Consultancy ADT have taken measurements and have provided a document that 

outlines several options regarding acoustic panels which will be fitted to the walls and ceiling. 

In the coming months this document needs to be shared and a decision made as to which 

option is best.  

Workstream 2 – Marehay Property Development 

Workstream 2 concerns our building at Marehay. The church community there have met to 

determine action to make the building fully accessible and fit for purpose in the 21st century in 
order that usage may be increased exponentially as we move forward as a joint church. This 

includes – 

retaining the pulpit and organ as a focal point; establishing a single level between and within the 
worship area and the school room; replacing the pews and partition wall providing direct level 

access from outside direct into the worship area and school room. 



The site survey for Marehay has taken place and a meeting is being held at Marehay 

Methodist Church with Green 2k Design Architects on Thursday 12th December at 10 am. 

This meeting will inform the Architect in order for them to draw some concept designs which 

they hope to have to us before Christmas. 

Workstream 3 – Net Zero 

Workstream 3 concerns the target to make MWMC Net Zero by 2030. It is envisaged that 

environmental features for heating, insulation, water capture and energy generation and storage 

will be included into both Workstreams 1 and 2 once initial requirements have been confirmed. 

A meeting has been held with Phillip Stainer and it is currently being decided if he has 

capacity in his new role as property manager for the Circuit to support us in the development 

of this workstream. 

Workstream 4 – Community & Outreach Worker 

Workstream 4 concerns the requirement to employ more human resources to scope then drive 
forward the mission and outreach of MWMC. Initial thoughts are this work will contain two major 

strands – 

Getting alongside, enhancing and future proofing existing work Determining current and future 
needs of the community not currently being met by MWMC (in both in the existing settlements and 

new housing developments) and commencing work in these areas. 

A draft job description is in progress.  An approach has been made to Clive Teale both to 

provide early notification that documents for review and approval will be coming his way 

and to ask for similar specimen job descriptions he has for similar roles.  There is a need to 

liaise with circuit to determine whether this would be a circuit or MWMC post and with Gill 

Stamp to understand budgetary considerations. 

 

Workstream 5 – Sanctuary Project 

Workstream 5 challenges MWMC to look beyond our traditional work and geographical 
boundaries to consider how our premises, funds and other spare resources could be used to benefit 

the most vulnerable people in society. This workstream is very much at the ‘ideas’ stage at the 

moment and, in order to assist our thoughts, Sarah is undertaking two strands of research 

One, to determine what needs exist within Derbyshire, what agencies exist, what they do and 

potential for MWMC to support or for them to support MWMC. Two, to determine what other 

Methodist Churches are doing within the safe and sanctuary ‘space’ and what could be realistic for 

us to replicate in our setting 

It’s vital we know our thoughts, ideas and concerns on any part of the Vision Programme – 
especially at the moment as no firm decisions have been made so there’s scope to change 

everything. If you do have any feedback, please see or send this to Sarah who will ensure it’s 

shared with the whole MWMC community. Thank you. 

This research is still being undertaken. 



 Marehay Waingroves 
Elsewhere 

 Chapel School Room Wesley Room Chapel School Room Foyer 

Su 1 10.45am – Worship 
Together Service Rev 
Helen Penfold 

9-10 Sunday Club 
 

 At Marehay No Sunday School   

Mo 2    1.30-2.30 Exercise Class 
 

7.00pm Table Tennis 
 

  

Tu 3  7-9pm Musical Dimension  10-30-11.30 Dance 
 

   

Wd 4  9.30-11 Stay and Play 1.15-2.45 Stay and Play  
4-8.30pm Slimming World 

  3pm Advent Bible Study 
Codnor Methodist 

Th 5    7.30 Band 7.00pm Table Tennis 
 

  

Fr 6      10.00–12.00 
Community Cafe 

 

Sa 7       10.30- Prayer Walk meet at 
Waingroves Methodist 
Church  
 

Su 8 6pm Advent Service led 
by Christine Aldred 

No Sunday Club  10.45am Chrismon Tree 
Service 

10.45 Sunday School   

Mo 9    1.30-2.30 Exercise Class 
7-9 Drama Group panto 
rehearsal 

7.00pm Table Tennis 
 

  

 Tu 10  Street Lane Nativity All Day 7-9pm Musical Dimension  7.45 F&N    

Wd11  9.30-11 Stay and Play 
11.15 – Marehay Property Meeting 

1.15-2.45 Stay and Play  
4-8.30pm Slimming World 

 
 

 3pm Advent Bible Study 
Codnor Methodist 

Th 12  10-11 Architect Visit 
6.30-8pm – Craft Club 
 

 11.15-12.15 Architect 
Meeting 
7.30 Band 

7.00pm Table Tennis 
 

  

Fr 13       10.00am–12.00pm 
Community Café 

 

Sa14    2.30-5.30 Private Party   10am Litter Pick WCC 
10.30 Prayer call 
 
 

Su 15 6pm Service led by 
Musical Dimension 

9-10 – Sunday Club carol 
concert rehearsal 

 4pm Christingle Service 
led by Rev Ann Anderson 

No Sunday School   

Mo 16    1.30-2.30 Exercise Class 7.00 Table Tennis   

Tu 17    7.45pm Christmas 
Spectacular 

   

Wd18  9.30-11 Stay and Play 
7.30pm MWMC Leadership meeting 

1.15-2.45 Stay and Play  
4-8.30pm Slimming World 

  3pm Advent Bible Study 
Codnor Methodist 



Th 19  Carol singing with 
Marehay Community 
Trust 

 7.30 Band 7.00 Table Tennis    

Fr 20      10.00am–12.00pm 
Community Café 

 

Sa 21       10.30 Prayer call 

Su 22 6pm Service led by Rev 
Helen Penfold and 
Sunday Club 

9-10 – Sunday Club carol 
concert rehearsal 

 6pm Carols by Candlelight No Sunday School   

Mo 23     7.00 Table Tennis   

Tu 24 4pm Christmas Eve 
Family Service 

      

Wd 25 10.15 – Joint Christmas 
Day Service 

 At Marehay    

Th 26        

Fr 27        

Sa 28       10.30am Prayer Call 

Su 29 No service No Sunday Club  10.45 Service led by Rev 
Helen Penfold 

10.45 Sunday School   

Mo 30        

Tu 31        

SATURDAY MORNING PRAYER CALL 
 

An invitation is extended to all to meet virtually at 10.30 am each Saturday morning to pray for common concerns across the community, country and world.  (N.B. The first Saturday of Each month in a prayer walk at 10.30) 
We use Zoom to connect - you do not need any special equipment and can join from anywhere by dialling a number from your landline or mobile phone or using the Zoom app from your smartphone, tablet, laptop, or pc. 

  Instructions how to join are issued each week.  If you wish to receive details, please let Mark, John, Ruth, or Kath know.



  

Circuit and District News  
 



 



 


