

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN MINEHEAD  Committee Meeting 

Thursday 13th September 2012 at 7.30pm, Avenue Methodist Church

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

1. Opening Devotions from Isaiah 49 and a prayer.

2. Present: Barry Priory; Andrew Vidamour; Margaret Morris; Van Parbrook; Martyn Snell; Philippa Gerry; Jo Watts; Chris Lawson; Stephen Stuckes; Penny Dobbin; Jane Jones; 

Sue Smith; Kate Warren; Tim Langdon; Lynne Wooldridge.

Apologies: Kath Brackley, Bob Wright; Hilary Crane.

3.Minutes of last meeting 24th May 2012 were signed by the Chair.

4. Matters Arising 
Prayer Diary: still pending

Haines Award: successfully awarded and well-funded, Chris & Andrew will work with schools in January for 2013 nominations.

Old Hospital Building: there will be a meeting in early October of Minehead Development Trust, Penny to attend if possible; this will consider community hopes for the use the centre: thoughts to be sent to Penny.  There is a delay with the valuation of the site.

Food Voucher Scheme: Jane & others met to discuss fraudulent copying.  The whole scheme has been made tighter: vouchers are now embossed.  Outlets have been consulted and the system simplified.  Vouchers to be held by: Hope Centre; CAB; Stonham; St Andrews; Minehead Methodist.

Lent Lunches Coordinator: Barry to chase Fr Michael for a possible volunteer.

Website: a reminder to send news / events to Chaz for uploading.  His email is: t.hardiman50@btinternet.com 

3 part Mission Course: Pending Penny having an opportunity to run this.

5. Review of Events since last meeting

Diamond Jubilee Party: A short presentation of photos was much appreciated, showing what a good event had been held.

Garden Party: money was raised for the Food Cupboard and the Haines award (£120 to each).  May need to clarify next year if the RC are to provide all the food.

6. Correspondence: none

7. Treasurer’s Report: see printed summary.  

The take up of vouchers and the use of MASH (Social Need) funds to be reviewed.  Churches are paying their subs.  It was suggested that any plans for mission in the town be budgeted through CTiM, so that, for instance, the Baptists would only need to apply to one body not to each church.  A budget for that would need discussion, and when set would be the limit for such projects.  Subs from each church may need to be raised, although not necessarily the same from each church.  To be looked at in more depth at the AGM.  

8. Christian Aid Committee: see report from Hilary.  

Rainbow Fair 11th May 2013: Jo will book the Methodist church for this.  The committee will need to appoint a new convenor, who will need to confer with the Treasurer: to be addressed at the AGM.  

9. Programme for 2012
One World Week: not feasible in the light of the many other events being planned.

AGM 14th November at Sacred Heart at 6.30pm, with Bring & Share supper.  Georgie Reynolds, new Manager of CAB, to speak.

Carol Singing: rather than singing in the Square, it was suggested we focus on the Ship Aground and The Britannia, on one evening: Penny is checking with a musician, ref 17th or 18th Dec.  Support of the RC crib blessing is still to be encouraged.

10.Fringe Events 2012
Micah Challenge: Rev Joel Edwards Sunday 7th October.  4pm seminar, service at 6pm all at Baptist Church.

Bible Society Service: 4pm 25th November at URC. 

Autumn Forum of Somerset Churches Together in Taunton 29 September
11. Events 2013
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: 24th-27th July at the Regal.  There is a read-through in October for anyone who wants to get involved.

Pentecost Service Sunday 19th May: Penny is trying to book Blenheim Gardens for 3pm.  Jo will book the church in case of bad weather.

WPCU – House Groups: a group has met to plan this, see report.  Packs of information will be available at AGM.  
Daily Prayers: the Chair to co-ordinate, via the Fraternal.

Pulpit Swap: Andrew co-ordinating.

Civic Service: with Mayor-making: Penny is involved, in June 2013, Sunday afternoon or a workday evening?  To happen annually, rotating between churches.  

12. Minehead Events Group

Information on events in 2013 is requested for publicity.  Not many of the events discussed at this meeting are sufficiently fixed to be submitted to a long-term calendar.  There is to be a new Spring Food Festival, Sunday 5th May 2013, with opportunities for the Minehead Methodist church and St Andrews to be included in larger event in the centre of town, with suggestions of themed services and refreshments.  

13. Christmas Community Events

The churches plan to have a presence at the Rotary Christmas Fair on Saturday 24th November and the late night shopping on Friday 30th November: ‘Get in the Picture’ etc, and leaflets with all church Advent & Christmas services etc. Churches should send their information to Tim Langdon for the production of a copied or printed sheet.

14. LIFE Festival 2013
In conjunction with the production of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe at the Regal, it is suggested that from 23rd July – 4th August a variety of events at various levels can build on the show, overlapping with the Arts Festival.  This would include events such as: flower festival, CS Lewis event; Family Day, united service, arts projects.  By charging modest entrance fees it could be largely self-funding.  The scope of the overall event is not yet fixed, and it was felt it may affect the viability of some of the other events, eg the Pentecost service – or perhaps this could be combined with the Civic service to be combined.  Representatives were invited from the churches to join a steering group meeting, to discuss what is practical.  Meeting Mon 22nd Oct 7.30pm MBC and report back to AGM.  Tim & Lynne were thanked for their work on this.
15. CTIM Officers for 2013
Following the resignation of Hilary, a new minutes secretary and a Christian Aid co-ordinator are needed.  When Jean Armin takes over as Chair in November, Rev Penny Dobbin is willing to stand as Vice-Chair.

16. Any Other Business: 

Members were recommended to ‘Flush Away Poverty’ with Tearfund.  

On 26th October Father Michael will reveal his Desert Island Discs at St Andrews, 7.30pm.

Lynne Wooldridge has been appointed Outreach Worker, based at Minehead Methodist Church.

CAP (Christians Against Poverty) have a course for those struggling to manage money

17. Date of Next Meeting (AGM) 14 November 2012.

18. Closing Devotions



